In a prospective survey of 106 male homosexuals, investigations included smears and cultures of material taken from the tonsillar areas.
Introduction
Gonorrhoea is one of the most common infectious diseases and its incidence has increased steadily with only minor fluctuations during the last 20 years. Gonorrhoea is common among male homosexuals, and is often asymptomatic when affecting the rectum. Gonorrhoea is also being recognized in other parts of the body. Gonorrhoea of the throat was regarded as rare in the past but may now be more common (King and Nicol, 1975) .
Since Fiumara, Wise, and Many (1967) first reported three cases of gonococcal pharyngitis from the U.S.A., this infection has been reported from Scandinavia (Bro-Jorgensen and Jensen, 1971) , England (Ratnatunga, 1972; Rodin, Monteiro, and Scrimgeour, 1972), and Holland (Stolz and Schuller, 1974) . Interest in this condition, illustrated by a leading article in the British Medical Journal (1974) prompted this survey of male homosexuals.
Material and methods
A study was made of 106 male homosexuals (Table I) (Ratnatunga, 1972; Rodin and others, 1972; Willmott, 1974) . Bro-J0rgensen and Jensen (1971) in Denmark found pharyngeal gonorrhoea in six (6-3 per cent.) of 95 heterosexual males and in twelve (25 per cent.) of 48 homosexuals (Bro-J0rgensen and Jensen, 1973) . Odegaard and Gundersen (1973) in Norway found 49 (5 per cent.) of 990 heterosexual males to be affected.
In two series from the U.S.A., Owen and Hill (1972) reported this condition in eleven (13-9 per cent.) of 79 homosexuals and Wiesner, Tronca, Bonin, Pedersen, and Holmes (1973) in fourteen (9-8 per cent.) of 143 homosexuals.
Willmott (1974) suggested that the rate of throat infection varied directly with the frequency of oro-genital contact, and geographical variation in incidence must also be affected by differing sexual practices. The results will be influenced by variations in the groups of patients studied, i.e. whether males and females or both, whether homosexuals or heterosexuals, whether selected or unselected. The total number of patients in any particular survey and the clinical and bacteriological techniques used will also affect the findings.
It is noted that, in the present series, in three patients with gonorrhoea of the pharynx, the infection appeared only in the rectum of the admitted partner. The connection between these infections must raise questions and suggests a larger study. 
